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financed by a grant of over half a million dollars from the
General Education Board (see p. 414), and has been
known as the Regents' Inquiry into the * Character and
Cost of Public Education in the State of New York.
Both the director of this survey, Luther H. Gulick,
head of the Institute of Public Administration, and the
associate director, Samuel P. Capen, chancellor of the
University of Buffalo, have had considerable experience
with similar projects, the one on the side of finance and
the other on the educational side.
Influence of the theory of evolution. — But even more
significant and far-reaching than the experimental atti-
tude toward educational procedure and the statistical
.and objective measurement of educational product, is
the influence upon education that has been exerted by
the Darwinian theory of evolution. This fruitful hypothe-
sis came to be generally accepted by the opening of the
twentieth century as a guiding principle, and since then
it has constantly increased in the illumination it has
shed upon the educative process. It has wrought much
the same changes in the treatment of intelligence that
it did in the biological sciences. Consciousness is no
longer regarded as a fixed set of entities, but as a develop-
mental process. Instead of classifying and cataloguing
mental processes in fixed groups, efforts are made to study
their growth from the standpoint of both the race and
the individual. It is held that only through a knowledge
of its origin and development can any phase of mentality
be at all understood, and that it must be carefully traced
from its incipient to its most advanced stages.
Thus both the traditional conception of a fixed and un-
changing social order and the doctrine of "original sin"
in the individual child have been alike upset. The view

